
Bishop’s alive
History • Nature • Art • Good Food

Immerse yourself in history, 
experience the power of art, relax 
in the gardens and stroll the Deer 
Park, or simply enjoy a delicious 
treat and watch the world go by. 

A unique museum where the story begins 
6,000 years ago and considers the ways 
people have been influenced by and 
expressed their faith throughout history. 

Experience the wealth, power  
and lives of the Prince Bishops  
at Auckland Palace

Once the Prince Bishops seat of power, in 
the Palace you will find yourself travelling 
through nearly 1,000 years of epoch-making 
history. Each room captures a different 
moment in time right up to the present day. 

Dance around the Throne Room, rifle 
through drawers in the Bishop’s Study, 
watch TV’s Spitting Image ‘bishop’, travel 
with another bishop back to the swinging 
sixties, or take a seat with the world famous 
Zurbaráns, at the grand table in the Long 
Dining Room.

One of the world’s finest collections 
of 16th and 17th century Spanish art 
featuring the work of masters including:  
El Greco;  Velázquez; Zurbarán and 
Murillo. The gallery presents an 
extraordinary story of politics, culture 
and faith told through art. 

There are four floors filled with joy, fear 
and devotion, culminating in the revelation 
of the digital re-imaginings of originals: 
fakes or facsimiles, you decide!

At the Spanish Gallery 
you will bask in the glow 
of the masters

Be struck by the 
hardship and passion  
of the Mining Art Gallery

Check out the lie of the land from the 
stunning Auckland Tower in the marketplace. 
Stroll to the 17th century Walled Garden 
where we grow vegetables for our eateries 
and local food banks – not to mention the 
stunning flower beds. Then, maybe after a 

short pit stop in the Bishop’ Kitchen, you are 
set to explore the 800-year-old Deer Park 
where, if you keep your eyes peeled, amongst 
all the other wildlife, you could also catch a 
glimpse of the wild deer, or the playful antics 
of the otters!

Explore the Deer Park,  
stroll the Palace Gardens  
and see the views.

Our incredible outside 
spaces and visits to the 
top of the Auckland Tower 
are FREE.

Explore the faiths  
and beliefs which  
shaped Britain in  
the Faith Museum A truly unique insight into the lives and 

souls of coal miners and the communities 
that grew around them, from the struggles 
of life underground to the lighter times the 
miners and their families shared. 

Learn about the Pit Yackers and be touched 
by the power of their art at, this, the UK’s 
finest collection of mine worker art.

Be transported from ancient, prehistory 
rock carving, to the secret Christian 
symbolism of Roman Britain and the 
centuries long rise of the church and find 
out how we arrived in today’s multicultural, 
mixed faith society.History • Nature • Art • Good Food

Bishop’s alive

Bishop Auckland is a place where you can  
let your imagination run wild. Where else  
can you wander the ancient corridors of power 
discovering the interwoven stories of state, faith 
and society? Or walk across a beautiful marketplace 
from one of the world’s finest collections of Spanish 
art to the gritty emotion of the UK’s largest mine 
worker art gallery? 

Then, if you’ve still the energy, climb the dramatic 
Auckland Tower, ride a historic train to Stanhope, 
and finally stroll to either El Castillo Spanish tapas 
restaurant, our pizza van, or Bishop’s Kitchen for a 
delicious bite to eat!

Ring on loan from DCC. 
Owner: DCC.

Portrait of a Royal Page, Juan 
van der Hamen 1596-1631, oil on 
canvas, around 1629, Spanish 
Gallery, Bishop Auckland 

Testing for Gas, Ted Holloway, 1984, oil on board.  
The Gemini Collection, Mining Art Gallery.



We are a charity,  
The Auckland Project 

Our sole purpose is to build a brighter future for Bishop Auckland 
residents and visitors alike. We work within the community, providing 
employment, vocational training, educational programmes to schools, 
community support and contributing our produce to food banks.

Bishop Auckland’s alive  
with history, nature and good food

Your day out is not the same without  
a tasty treat. If Spanish food is your thing,  
El Castillo, just across the Market Place,  
with its lively atmosphere and tapas menu 
will be just up your street. Or if you’re more 
a soups, sandwiches for lunch and afternoon 
teas person, the medieval setting of the 
Bishop’s Kitchen might hit the spot. And 
if grabbing a delicious pizza after you have 
strolled the gardens sounds ‘bellissima’  
pop to the Palace Pizza* van which you  
will find in the Palace grounds on high days  
and holidays.

And if you agree with us that one day is not 
enough, stay over! Our fabulous cottages, or 
cosy hotel, The Park Head, make the perfect 
hopping off point for your adventures in 
Bishop Auckland and even Durham City, 
which is just up the road.

Fancy a quick snack, delicious meal  
or somewhere cosy to rest your head 
– be our guest!

“A slightly bonkers day trip 
to Bishop Auckland ”The Times

Bishop’s alive

History • Nature • Art • Good Food

Ride Weardale Railway 
and travel back in time  
through the outstanding 
Durham Dales scenery

March on Binchester 
Roman Fort and discover 
Durham’s Roman roots

Enjoy family friendly facilities and 
refreshments as you discover Roman life at 
Binchester Fort.

Visit some of the best-preserved Roman 
archaeology in Britain, where you stand 
with the Roman walls of the bath house well 
above your head and get to see inside the 
underfloor heating system. 

Learn how archaeologists uncover the past 
at this remarkable Roman site where the 
super-highway of the day, Dere Street, 
intersected this bustling Roman seat of 
power and commerce. 

Who wouldn’t want to step back in time to 
the golden age of rail? Dating back almost 
to the birth of the railways this 16 mile 
route first opened in 1847. 

Today you’ll experience stations preserved 
in time with engines and rolling stock 
running to a tourist friendly timetable 
between Bishop Auckland and Stanhope.

Bishop’s alive
History • Nature • Art • Good Food

aucklandproject.org | Market Place, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7NP |  01388 743 750

Make the most of your  
days out in Bishop Auckland. 

Scan the QR code  
or visit aucklandproject.org  
to plan your visit and book admission online.

*Check socials for Palace Pizza dates
and times #palacepizzas
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